


CONCEPT NOTE

“GARCIN: How about you? Aren’t you afraid?
INEZ: What would be the use? There was some point in being afraid before, while one still had hope.
GARCIN: There's no more hope - but its still ‘before’. We haven't yet begun to suffer.
INEZ: That's so. Well? What's going to happen?
GARCIN: | don’t know. I'm waiting.”
[Jean-Paul Sartre's play Huis Clos (No Exit)]

Climate change is an epochal crisis of the 21st century. Over time the human
cause of global warming became a matter of near certainty - from “very likely” to
“extremely likely” in the fifth assessment report. This urged some social scientists to
argue that this was a paradigm moment in the history of the earth, where the
humans were transformed from a mere biological agent to a geological agent -
capable of making changes to the most basic physical processes of the earth, its
complex climatic system. The classical division in history - the natural vs. human
history no longer remained viable as the humans increasingly and consciously
encroached upon nature. This would clearly suggest that the current moment in the
geological history of the earth cannot be identified as Holocene but as
“Anthropocene”- an era marked by human-induced climate change. It may be
considered a moment in time unbridled by the heydays of industrial civilization as
well as an age marked with existential threat to the life of humankind on planet
earth. It appropriately is a planetary crisis - the time of ‘Great Derangement'.

So, while one may accept the crisis as the planetary crisis of our time, it may be
worthwhile to examine the propriety of the nomenclature “Anthropocene”, at least
for two reasons. First, it is implicit that the entire humankind positioned in an
unequal world, is responsible for this disaster; Secondly, it can be presumed that
the impact of the catastrophe would be felt universally again across unequal world.
In both cases, caution is required in the conceptualization of climate change, its
impact and action in an unequal world. The scholarship on climate change has
proven remarkably that climate change has brought further discrimination and
inequality in this already unequal world. Disadvantaged communities - socially,
economically, politically - that faced oppression and marginalization are affected
even more disproportionately. In the Indian context, women and communities like
scheduled caste and scheduled tribe can be cited as examples worst affected by
climate change as compared to others. It is imperative therefore that any discussion
on the crisis or strategies to manage it including its mitigation and adaptation,
should address the questions on caste, class, community and gender.
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